








States of the Union
1€ %rowth of the United States took place over the course of 172 years.

Dglaware was the first of the colonies to join the Union (December 7, 1787) and Hawaii became

the 50th state (August 21, 1959).

The mathematics puzzles in this chapter help celebrate the nation we are today. When students
solve the mathematical clues, they learn the year that each state became a part of the United
States of America. Interdisciplinary discussions might encourage students to explore the correla-
tion between the dates colonies and territories became states, life in colonial times, pioneer
exploration, and the growth of the western part of the United States.



Dclawarc, Pcnnsylvania, and New Jersey were
the first three colonies to enter the Union. They all became states
in the month of December of the same year. Solve this puzzle to
learn the year.

¢ My hundreds and units digits could be the sides of a square with
a perimeter of 28 units and an area of 49 square units.

e My tens digit is equal to 2°.

¢ The sum of all of my digits is 2 less than the number of years
in % of a century.

What year am I?
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Georgia, Massach usetts, Connecticut, New
Hampshire, South Carolina, Virginia, New York, and Maryland all
became states in the same year. They became the 4th through the
11th states of our United States. Solve this puzzle to learn the year.

® My tens and units digits form a number that is divisible by 2, 4,
8, 11, 22, and 44.

¢ My hundreds digit is the largest single-digit prime number.

¢ The sum of my digits is the same as the number of quarts in
6 gallons.

What year am [?

Thousands

Hundreds Tens Units

A
u,/t‘sr( n Walch, Pu\)\‘\a’\\e(



NOI"tI" Ca rolina became the 12th colony to join the
Union. [t became a state on November 21 of this year. To learn
the year, just solve this puzle.

¢ My hundreds, tens, and units digits are consecutive integers
with a mean of 8.

¢ The sum of all of my digits is equal to the sum of the first five
odd numbers.

What year am [?
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Mississippi became a state on December 10 of this
year. It was the 20th state to join the Union. Solve this puzzle to

learn the year.

¢ The two-digit number formed by my hundreds and units digits
is 13 less than 10%.

¢ The sum of all of my digits is 2 greater than the product of
5 and 3.

What year am I?
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